THE  MATERIALIST   CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
be applicable to our own times. It must, however, be
borne in mind that even when applied to a primitive
society, the theory contains only a partial truth.
Let us, for instance, take a hunting tribe which
explorers have had opportunity to observe, and study
its habits and its mental attitude.    The intellectual life
of the tribe consists, in the first place, of experiences in
hunting, cooking, feeding, building canoes and primitive
houses.   The elder persons give instructions to the young
concerning hunting and warfare ; reports, perhaps songs,
of adventures in hunting and war, are made and re-
peated.   There is, moreover, the knowledge of certain
traditions, opinions and customs,  having their origin
partly in the tribal mode of life as hunters, partly in sex,
and to a large extent in special experiences of the tribe
or of single individuals belonging to it.   All these tradi-
tions, customs and experiences are a compound result
of the way of living and the character of the race ; and
we may note at once that in order to explain the character
of the race, we should have to trace it back to remote
and unknown times and to causes hidden from our know-
ledge*  A fourth, and very essential part of the intellectual
life of the tribe, consists in religious views, belief in spirits
and magic, rites and customs of many kinds.
Marxist authors have made the most desperate
attempts to explain religion and religious life. Cunow
has written a book to prove the economic origin of all
religion; yet he succeeded only in proving that the
economic life of primitive races is, to a certain extent,
reflected in their religious ideas and imagination, which
is perfectly natural Hunting will always be present
k the thoughts of members of a hunting tribe, cattle in
those of a people of cattle-breeders and warfare in those
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